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O f f i c i a l  N ew s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  
S h a d ow  R i d e r s  C l u b  o f  S t . L o u i s  

A Letter from the President 

Chartered Club 

Shadow Riders: 
 
Well the heat has broken and it is now prime time to ride! There are a bunch of great Sunday rides coming up and 
with any luck the next 10 weeks or so will be some of the best this year to get out and do some miles. If you have 
not yet done so, take a look at your mileage this year; are you high or low? I know I was a little low until August 
(more on that later), if you’re low get out there and enjoy the fall weather. Think about a weekend road trip with 
your partner and enjoy. May I recommend Memphis or Bikes, Blues and BBQ in Arkansas? The club has a bunch of 
folks going to the latter. Anyway you get the point, get out there and enjoy the weather on your bike. 
 
I just got back from a 9 day trip of 3900 miles with some of the club members. What a great way to see the USA, 
from the seat of a bike. We took in the Grand Canyon, Bryce Cannon (my personal favorite), Arches National Park 
and Canyonlands National Park from the Colorado River while we whitewater rafted. Along with untold miles of 
scenic twisting roads, through mountains, deserts and plains. I want to tell you that if you never packed up your 
bike, and took off to see this country and some of our national parks, you are flat ass missing out! When you put 
that together with riding with some club members and sharing the experience, not to mention the stories you have 
to tell for the rest of your life. Make sure to look at the scrapbook on the website in the next month or so and see 
what I’m talking about. Simply spectacular. My thanks goes out to Lou Soucy for putting the trip together, routing 
up some great roads and putting together some great stopping points where folks could jump in and out of the trip, 
well done sir. 
 
Maybe if we get really lucky Lou will put together another trip for 2012, hint, hint. Do you have a dream trip that 
fits into a great motorcycle trip? If so let me or Lou know, let’s see if we can make it happen. Have a good weekend 
or 4 Day trip the club could consider? Let’s talk. 
 
While we are on the subject of making it happen, September starts the election of officers process. Time to step up 
and make it happen for the club in 2012. We need several directors and a slate of officers for the upcoming year. 
Get involved and run for office. 
 
On a sad note I want to pass my personal and club condolences on to Dennis Meade and his wife Sandy on the 
passing of Dennis’ father. I also want to acknowledge the passing of a former top B4B collector and someone who 
always brought a touch of color to the club, Tony Rock. May they rest in peace. 
 
Keep the Shiny side up, Ride long and Often 
Bob 
 
Bob Mueller 
President 



Sunday RidesSunday Rides  

The scheduled ride season is in full 
swing!  Meet at Old Orchard Center, 
14128 Manchester, behind Arby’s.    
 
Plan to arrive around 9:30, line up 
your bike, then visit with friends. 
Rides leave at 10 a.m.  
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MembershipMembership  

      Sep ‘09  Sep ‘11 
Main Members    107          98 

Significant Others     26     28 

Juniors         0           5 

Total       133    131 

In this Issue: 

• President’s Letter—Front Page 

• Club Information—Page 2 

• Vice President’s Thoughts—Page 3  

• Safety Officers’ Thoughts / Special Events 
— Page 4 

• Calendar—Page 5 

• Ads / Sponsors—page 6 

• GM Report—page 7 

• Road Trip Article — page 8 
 

New e-mail address?  Let us know! 
 Membership questions?  Ask them! 

Call Jim Gianella at 314-644-2970 or e-mail him at 
membership@shadowriders-stl.com. 

Web SiteWeb Site  
www.shadowriderswww.shadowriders--stl.comstl.com  

 
Board of Directors 
 
Bob Mueller, President 314-315-1350 
 bobmuellerjpc@hotmail.com  

Diana Johnson, Vice President 636-916-4790 
 diana@pvtlist.com 

Rhonda Simorka, Secretary 636-256-9768 
 simorka@sbcglobal.net 

Russ Davis, Treasurer 636-230-5850 
 russell.davis@att.net 

Lou Soucy, Safety Officer 314-731-4166
 lousoucy60@yahoo.com 
 
Coordination Team 

Jim Gianella, Membership 314-644-2970 
 membership@shadowriders-stl.com 

Nita Fisher, Newsletter  314-808-7762 
 editor@shadowriders-stl.com 

Ted Koski. Web Master 314-427-4147 
 webmaster@shadowriders-stl.com 

Ira Steuer, Saturday Night Out 314-520-3504 
 isteuer36@yahoo.com 

Eric & Karen Johnston, Merchandise 
 ejohnston@centurytel.net  636-379-7299 

Rich Bayers, March of Dimes Liaison 
 rbayerscpa@aol.com  636-527-2157 

Ron Eckert, Hartbauer McBride Liaison 
 eckertron@att.net  314-223-0474 

MeetingsMeetings    
  

Club (General Membership) Meeting 

7:00 PM, 4th Tuesday each month 

 
Growler's Pub  

  3811 S. Lindbergh 
 (a little bit south of I-44) 

  

NEXT MEETING:  September 27, 2011 
 

Board Meeting at 6:30 pm before club meeting.  

 
NEWEST 
PLACE 
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Did you know? 
 By Diana Johnson, Vice-President 
 
 On Saturday, August 13, Ira Steuer, our Saturday Night Out coordinator, put together a two part Saturday 
adventure that started at 10:00 a.m. with a leisurely ride down Rt. 66 to Meramec Caverns.  Our destination was 
the Caveman zip line.  We arrived right on time and once we signed our life away on their waiver forms we were 
ready to get geared up.  There were 14 of us that were zipping so they broke us into two groups.  We all took 
turns getting harnessed up, hard hats on, and heavy duty gloves to protect our hands.  I’m still not sure how heavy 
duty those gloves were but they served the purpose.  We then proceeded into a special room where a mock up of 
the zip line awaited us for a lesson in zipping, steering, and most importantly, stopping.  We were now ready to 
climb the 71-step tower to launch our happy asses into the trees. 
 Our guide asked who wants to go first.  No one answered.  I piped in “I will”.  I figured the longer I waited the 
less likely I was to go.  The guide clipped me into the zip line, I took a deep breath, lifted my feet up and I took off.  
I was screaming and squealing just like a girl.  What a rush!!  I felt like Cesar, the gorilla from the new Planet of 
the Apes movie, flying through the trees.  This first zip took us across the parking lot and across the Meramec 
River to the first tower.  I got to watch everyone else zip over before walking on the swinging bridge to the next 
tower.  Here’s an FYI, don’t let Cliff or Dave walk behind you on a swinging bridge.  The boys thought it was funny 
to make the bridge sway and bounce as the girls walked across it. I think it was the second tower where both 
groups were able to hook up and we were allowed to finish as one big group.  I can’t remember if we had 3 or 4 
zips and swinging bridge walks before the final and longest zip back to where we started. We were all very hot 
and sweaty and pumped full of adrenaline by this time.  The final zip required us to haul butt up an even taller 
tower so we could zip back to home base.  Now one thing I failed to mention was that the bigger you are the faster 
you fly.  That final tower launch was awesome.  You really are flying through the trees on this run.  The butterflies 
were in my stomach on this launch as I flew across the river and parking lot.  I’m hollering at the guide on the 
tower to catch me because I’m coming in hot.  Those ‘heavy duty’ gloves were not doing their job and my breaking 
hand was on fire.  I landed safely, took a look at my gloves and saw that I burned through one of the fingers.  We 
all landed safely and were completely exhilarated by the adventure.  We all said we would do it again.  Some did 
better than others and some enjoyed it more than others but a good time was definitely had by all.  The Zippers 
were me, Linda Warren, Colleen & Chad Hucko, Dave Walters, Terry Brookman, Cliff Connoyer, Linda & Randy 
Hendershot, Robin Potter, Karen Hegger, Ron Eckert, Pete Hoyer, and Glenn Roland. 
 
 Part two of the day’s adventure was supper at Mile 277.  Some of the Zippers made it to supper, others went 
home, hosed off, and crashed in their recliner with a cold adult beverage.  Supper turn out was still good with a 
total of 17.  The dining companions for the evening were Russ & Jean Davis, Frank & Norma Mehrtens, Terry 
Brookman, Ron Eckert, Karen Hegger, Robin Potter, Sue Braun, Pete Hoyer, Cathy Noel, Don Owen & Cheryl, 
and Bob, Denise, and Jordan Mueller.  We all wish to thank Ira for putting together this fun, adventure packed Sat-
urday Night (& day) Out.  You out-did yourself on this one.   Thanks to Pete and Ron for making sure we all got a 
CD with the entire day’s worth of pictures on it.  We’ll get them posted as soon as we can.   
 
 Before closing I want to remind everyone that Big St. Charles Motorsports is hosting their 2nd annual grilling 
competition Saturday, Oct. 15, 2011.  This competition does not allow us to sell food but it does allow samples to 
be given away.  We could certainly ask for donations for any samples we give out.  This would be an excellent 
way for a group to raise money for Bikers-for-Babies.  We are always looking for new ways to raise money.  Well, 
here is one way to raise money and support our sponsor.  Please contact me at Diana@pvtlist.com if you would 
like to put a grilling team together.   Please mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 29, and plan on coming out to 
the dealership for their annual chili cook-off and salsa festival.  I’m fixin’ up the chili.  Who wants to do some 
salsa?  Thanks to Rhonda Simorka for acquiring an 18 quart electric roaster for our chili cook-off competitions.  
You have just made my life a little easier and I appreciate it very much.  

Saturday, Sept 24 — St. Louis Rides for Ryder   [Not an official club event; just a chance to help out.] 
This is a Poker Run to assist a 4 year old boy with stage 4 brain cancer and his family with medical and treatment 
expenses. Donation is $25 per person or $35 per couple. All proceeds from entry fee and silent auction go directly 
to the family.  Get more information at www.saveryder.org 
 Registration is 10:00-10:30 am  at Long Shots Saloon in Portage Des Sioux (St. Charles County) 
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Hey Everybody 
 From Lou Soucy, Safety Officer 
 
We are starting to get into the weather and soon-to-be-changing leaves that are ideal conditions for some long 
Sunday rides. Take a look at the club calendar and I’m sure you won’t be disappointed. Come out and enjoy it while 
it lasts. Try to get to Old Orchard early and line up ready to ride. We’ve got a long way to go. 
 
We have had some great club trips so far this year — Arkansas, Kentucky and out west. Every day of every trip has 
been a good time for me. I have to say that out west has to go to the top of my list. Doing it with friends makes it 
just that much more enjoyable and safe. Even the day Rich and I spent getting the rear tire on his Harley replaced 
ended up being a fun and memorable experience. With 16 plugs, a 160 mile round trip to the Harley dealer to pick 
up a tire and a great little shop with some interesting characters called the “Chrome Mafia” to install it, how could it 
not be a great day! But thankfully we got back on the road to Moab so we wouldn’t miss the whitewater rafting trip 
the following day. And as luck would have it, Rich came in handy on the float trip when Erin fell out of the raft. He 
may have been the only one that would have pulled her back in! Just kidding, the guide may have too, ha ha! But 
that’s what we do on a trip, have fun with each other, stick together and make the best of every day. 
 
We still have another club trip coming up at the end of the month, Bikes, Blues and BBQ in Fayetteville, AR. You 
can find all the info on it on the SRC website or the newsletter. I really look forward to it every year. It’s a good time. 
If you decide at the last minute to throw a little adventure into your life, just go. Motels book up, but every time we 
roll into town I see vacancy signs because people cancel at the last minute or there may be someone wanting to 
share a room. 
 
I’m always on the lookout for some good common sense safety info and I came across this: 
 http://www.transportation.wv.gov/dmv/Motor%20Safety/Pages/SafetyTips.aspx. 
If you get a chance I think you’ll enjoy reading it. I’ll bring a few copies of it to the next SRC meeting for those that 
don’t do the computer thing. 
 
Let’s Ride Together, 
Lou 

Special Events at Big St Charles Motorsports (BSC) 
 
October 1 — A-Z Poker Run.  Hosted by the Gold Wingers.  Registration opens at 9 am; last bike out at 11 am.  All 
bikes are welcome.  Poker hands are $5 each or 3 for $10. 
 
October 15 [NEW DATE!]  — Second Annual Grillin’ Fools Backyard BBQ Bash grilling competition. $100 prize in 
each category (appetizers, chicken, ribs) plus $500 for “best in smoke.”  Rule details and more information can be 
found at www.bigstcharlesmotorsports.com.  (Click on Customer Corner and scroll down to Backyard BBQ Contest.)  
Contact Diana at diana@pvtlist.com if you would like to put a grilling team together. 
 
October 29 — Annual Chili Cook-Off and Salsa Festival.  Diana will be there with her award winning chili.  There is 
still room for a salsa entry. 

Remaining 2011 Motorcycle Rallies 
 
Bikes, Blues & BBQ, Fayetteville, AR,  September 28-Oct 1 (www.bikesbluesandbbq.org) 

Biketoberfest, Daytona Beach, FL, October 13-16 (www.daytonachamber.com) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sept 18 
Murphysboro 

Sept 19 Sept 20 Sept 21 Sept 22 Sept 23 Sept 24 

Sept 25 
Augusta BBQ 

Sept 26 Sept 27 
Club Meeting 

7 pm 
Board 6:30 

Sept 28 Sept 29 Sept 30 Oct 1 
A-Z Poker Run 

@ BCS 
(see page 4) 

Oct 2 
Weingarten 

Oct 3 Oct 4 Oct 5 Oct 6 Oct 7 Oct 8 

Oct 9 
Bikers for 
 Babies 

Oct 10 Oct 11 Oct 12 Oct 13 Oct 14 Oct 15 
Grillin’ Cook-off 

@ BSC 

Oct 16 
Marthasville 

Oct 17 Oct 18 Oct 19 Oct 20 Oct 21 Oct 22 

Oct 23 
St John’s 
Gildehaus 

Oct 24 Oct 25 
Club Meeting 

7 pm 
Board 6:30 

Oct 26 Oct 27 Oct 28 Oct 29 
Chili Cook-off & 
Salsa Festival 

@ BSC 

Oct 30 
Surprise Ride 

Oct 31      

Sept-Oct 2011 

Rides: 
 
Sept 18 — Murphysboro (Lou Soucy & Frank Mehrtens):  We’ll head across the river for an easy-going 115 mile 
ride down the Bluff Road and Route 3 through Chester to our final destination of the Midland Inn in Murphysboro.  
 
Sept 25 — Augusta BBQ (Ron Eckert):   A 98 mile two-lane (mostly) odyssey will deliver us to our old friend the 
American Legion Hall for all-you-can-eat BBQ pork, fried chicken and fixing's. 
 
Oct 2 — Weingarten (Erin O’Donnell): Plan on riding about 104 miles including some of Erin’s favorite alphabet 
roads to lunch at the Midway Café.  
 
Oct 9— Bikers for Babies: The ride will stage out of Union Station 1820 Market Street . Registration opens at 9:00, 
ride leaves at noon.  Minimum donation per rider or passenger is $25 if paid in advance or $30 on the day of the ride.  
You can register on-line at  http://bikersforbabies.org/stlouis. 
 
Oct 16 — Marthasville (Lou Soucy): Mid October is the perfect time for a scenic 112 mile long ride to check out the 
fall foliage. Our destination is the Infield Sports Bar and Grill in Marthasville. [If long rides aren’t your thing, the rest 
stop at 55 miles is less than a mile from the restaurant. You can hang out over a few cups of coffee at the restaurant; 
the rest of us will join you for lunch in about an hour.] 
 
Oct 23 — St John’s Gildehaus (Bob Mueller):  About 100 miles, all alphabet roads with lots of twisties, ending with 
great food at St. John’s sausage festival. 
 
Oct 30 — Surprise Ride (Dave & Rhonda Simorka):  Guess what!  It’s a surprise.   
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Members’ classified ads are free!  Send to Nita Fisher at editor@shadowriders-stl.com or (314) 808-7762.  

FOR SALE: Motorcycle Lift 
 
Well built, tall lift; very stable. Fits bikes as big 
as a Gold Wing. Cost over $500. 
 Asking $150 
 
Call Bob Rau at 314-544-8330 
  

 

New name badges you can pin on your vest! 
 
They are 2” x 3½” good quality silver-
gray plastic with black border and 
your name in black letters. $10 each.  
Contact Bob Mueller to order yours.
     

FOR SALE: 2002 Kendon Stand-Up Motor-
cycle Trailer  

 
Open design; lightly used. Folds up for storing 
in garage.  Single bike model; will accommo-
date an HD Ultra Glide.  $1000 
 
Call Don at 314-477-3562 

 
Gateway BMW Motorcycles 
Bob Honz 
General Manager 
 

Address 
2690 Masterson Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63114 
Telephone 
(314) 427-9090 
Toll Free 
(877) 221-9090 

Fax 
(314) 427-9195 
Email 
honz@gatewaybmw.com 
Website 
www.gatewaybmw.com 



September Birthdays 
 
05 - Bob Rau 
06 - Sandra Meade 
07 - Donald Owen 
08 - Dave Gilbert 
09 -  Mary Vaughan 

10 - Sam Jenkins 
10 - Steve Davis 
11 - Dan Newton 
13 - Diana Johnson 
13 - Linda Hendershot 
14 - Debbie Kinder 
17 - E. Joseph Kalal Jr. 

17 - Peggy Phillips 
19 - Mark Levin 
21 - Catherine (Candy) Hash 
23 - Tito Lopez 
27 - Rich Bayers 
29 - Rob Schulte 
29 - Tyler Self 
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General Membership Meeting 
August 23, 2011 

 
Old/New Business: 
Treasurer’s Report - Club Picnic was under budget this year by $111 for a total cost of $389.   Bikers 4 Babies 
– Helmet Day collection in July collected a total of $2,154.94.  A future collection date will possibly be deter-
mined.  Event date is October 9.  Hartbauer-McBride Bikers Helping Bikers event on August 21 had great at-
tendance and was well supported by the Shadowriders!  Approx. 500 bikers attended the poker run and sup-
ported the worthy cause.  Saturday Night Out – Ira will be planning a Saturday night out at Fairmount Park – be 
on the lookout for dates and times.  Newsletter – We are on the search for someone willing to take over editing 
and publishing the monthly newsletter.  If this is something you would enjoy, please see Nita Fisher or one of 
the board members for questions and to sign!  Recruitment Planning Committee -  The following Shadowriders 
have volunteered to search for committee members to run next year’s executive committee.  Get ready to talk to 
Robin Potter, Ron Eckert, Mel Heembrock or Chris Schweitzer about running for the office of your choice. 
 
Local Events 
Big St. Charles Motorsports – October 1 - A-Z Poker Run hosted by the Gold Wingers / October 8 - BBQ 
Competition (Contact Diana if interested in putting together a team.)  Easy Rider Ride – Leaves from dealer-
ship, kickstands up at 9:00. / October 29 - Chili Cook-off & Salsa Festival (Diana will be raising money for the 
March of Dimes. Come out and vote for your favorite chili!)  Bike Nights Every Thursday @ Mile 277 Res-
taurant 

 
50/50 drawing – Ira Steuer $25.00 
 
Membership Details:  97 Members / 28 Significant Others / 5 Junior Members / 130 Total  
Welcome new members! Connie Greer – 1997 Burgundy/Cream Kawasaki Vulcan Classic and her children – 
Tyler, Allison, Trenton and Audrey.  Anniversaries – Rich Bayers – 15 years / Russ Davis – 5 years / Sam 
Akers – 1 year / Glenn Roland – 1 year   
 

Shadow Riders Club Welcomes A New Member: 
Robert Vogt  (rides a blue 2010 Kawasaki Concours 1400)  

Last Planned Trip of the Season (probably) 
 
Bikes, Blues and BBQ, Fayetteville AR — September 29-October 2 (Lou Soucy, organizer)  
 The trip will leave from the QT at Hwy 44 and 109 at 8am on Thursday the 29th and take 
about 350 miles of back roads to get to Eureka Springs. Lodging will be at the Comfort Inn at 196 
E. Van Buren in Eureka Springs, Sept. 29 thru 31.  A double room for three nights runs about $325. Call 479-253-5241 
or go online. The plan is to do a 300 mile ride on Friday, head to Fayetteville for the day on Saturday and return home 
on different back roads on Sunday.  [But plans are always flexible!] 
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Road Trip Article 

Riding the Reptiles 
  By Ed and Linn Acree 
 
The June 2008 Rider magazine presented a 400-mile loop ride in northwestern North Carolina with a little southern 
Virginia and eastern Tennessee thrown in.   We had the opportunity to ride it in August 2011.    We left Knoxville 
headed to Elizabethton—our jumping off place—about two hours.  Along the way we got ‘misplaced’ and saw the 
Bush’s Beans Visitor Center, which was so intriguing we chose to come back to it later that same week.  It is well 
worth the detour near Newport, TN, for history of the area and good home cooking. 
 
From Elizabethton we went southeast on US 19 then TN 143 to view the Roan Mountain State Park campgrounds and 
overlooks.  In late June the balds (rhododendron-topped mountains) are pink with blooms that cover over 600 acres.   
 
The highway number changes at the North Carolina border to NC 261.  The road was an easy, curving downhill lead-
ing into the mining community of Spruce Pine.  We stopped in Little Switzerland  (NC 226) for lunch at the corner 
cafe.  A challenging ride with mountain views was the “ Diamondback” (NC 226A).  It is touted to have 190 curves 
in a 12-mile loop.  Much like the Dragon, but the scenery is better. 
 
We rode the Blue Ridge Parkway for about 20 miles to Jonas Ridge then made the descent out of the Pisgah National 
Forest on NC 181.  We got ‘misplaced’ again when we missed the turn onto NC 90, but the road had broad, sweeping 
turns so we didn’t mind the extra 10-mile detour to Morganton to find our way into Lenoir for the night’s stay at the 
Comfort Inn.  Wal-mart and Fatz’s Restaurant were across the street for convenience. 
 
The next morning a short ride up US 321 led to NC 268, which follows the Yadkin River into Wilkesboro.  The Jef-
ferson Highway (NC 16) leads to Jefferson.  Yes, Scarlett, you are in Dixie; but instead of cotton, all you see are Fra-
ser fir Christmas trees growing on the steep hillsides.  A few miles into Virginia is Mouth of Wilson.  US 58 is known 
by several names—the Highlands Parkway, the J.E.B. Stuart Highway, and the Crooked Road Music Trail.  The 
Crooked Road is well marked with several sections of 10-15 mph curves.  Although the speed limit was sometimes 
marked 45, we rarely got above 30.  Often wooded with beautiful vistas of hilly farmland the road followed the Wil-
son River and Cabin, Mill, and Helton Creeks.  Occasional historical markers gave interesting highlights about the 
music of the region including the Carter Family and the Stanley Brothers.  The road had been recently paved and was 
very smooth as it ran through the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area. 
 
Damascus is a hub for hiking, biking, and horseback riding, and we looked hard for the southbound road that would 
take us into Tennessee.  After again getting ‘misplaced,’ we asked directions from the locals who happened to live 
near Backbone Mountain.  We were directed to Shady Lane (no highway sign), which took us to TN 133.  [A side 
note here about highways changing numbers at state lines—they are confusing especially if they are not marked, and 
you are riding the article’s loop backwards.]  This is the beginning of the “Snake.”  From the north it starts as a mean-
dering, cool, shady, rhododendron-lined road through the Cherokee National Forest.  Then it opens into farmland 
near Shady Valley where the Country Store is a well-known stop.  Head east on US 421 and the most treacherous 11 
miles of great pavement you can imagine.  Many compound U-turns, 30-mph banked curves, switchbacks, and steep 
hills will take you into Mountain City.  The road has good sight lines, which provide a great riding experience.  Head 
southwest on TN 67 and go through another Damascus, Pandora, and Doeville following the Doe River.  We viewed 
the clear blue water of Watauga Lake just before entering Elizabethton.   
 
The lesson learned:  when following someone else’s route, go in the same direction they did.  We rode this loop 
counter-clockwise, which proved to be counter-intuitive and counter-productive.  While never ‘lost,’ we did get’ mis-
placed’ a few times.  A little frustrating, a little longer, a little adventurous but still a great ride.  This was a new area 
for us, and one we will return to often.  Deal’s Gap is often the destination ride for a North Carolina motorcycle trip.  
Exploring the Snake, Diamondback, and Crooked Road might break that magnetic pull and lead us to other areas of 
western North Carolina. 


