
Fellow Shadow Riders, 
 
As many of you know by now, one of our newer members, Don Owen, had a wreck on our May 30 ride. Don is okay 
but he broke a few bones and is VERY glad he was wearing a full face helmet and a good quality protective jacket. And 
I was very proud of the way the entire group rallied to help the drag and lead captains manage the accident scene.  (I 
know the riding guidelines say only the drag captain should stop, but this called for everyone’s assistance!  Thanks, 
guys.) 
 
While I have heard a lot about bike accidents, this was the first one that was up close and personal. Don was right in 
front of me when he lost it in the curve and for a second I was wondering if I was going to join him. I’m thankful for 
the hours I spent on the BRC and ERC courses, the pointers I’ve gotten from other Shadow Riders, and the seemingly 
endless “debriefing” I get from my husband about my riding habits.  Because of that, I was never in any danger myself. 
Still, it shook me up! Ryugen and I visited Don and his wife, Ann, in the hospital the next day. The first question I 
asked after we got the scoop on Don’s injuries was “Is there anything about the way the ride was conducted that con-
tributed to the wreck?”  Don was open and candid and told me that he had been replaying it in his mind most of the 
night. According to him, his mind was drifting and when he focused he realized that he was a bit too fast and too deep 
into the turn. Then he made a new rider mistake - he grabbed the front brake.  He’s not the first to do that, and won’t be 
the last.  I’ve done it more than once, but I was luckier. 
 
Our sport really is safer than many others.  The Motorcycle Safety Foundation says there are no “accidents” - only un-
fortunate events that could be prevented by paying attention to our riding habits and riding defensively. I believe that, 
Don believes it. I am glad that Don will be back with us soon. I don’t want to make any more hospital visits this year.  
 
Ride Safe! 
 
Nita Fisher, President 
prez@shadowriders-stl.com 
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    ~Cruisin’ 2004~ 
    ~Don’t Forget~ 
Saturday Night Out is the 2nd Saturday of each 

month… Check the HOTLINE & WEBSITE for 

more details. 

June  2004 



General Membership Meeting 

7PM, 4th Tuesday each month 

NEXT MEETING: June 22 

Manchester Elks Lodge 

2242 Mason Lane 

Sunday Group Rides 

Meet at Old Orchard Center 

Manchester & Braeshire Ave. 

(West of Weidman Road) 

Rides leave promptly @ 10:00AM 

Arrive early and line up. 

Club MeetingsClub Meetings  

Road Captains Meeting 

7PM, 2nd Tuesday each month 

NEXT MEETING: August 10 

The French Quarter (Downstairs) 

14766 Manchester Road 
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Board Meeting 

7PM, 2nd Wednesday each month 

NEXT MEETING: July 14 

Olive Garden 

12990 Manchester Road 

Membership Stats 

Main members                    121          

Significant Others                 35          

Junior members                      2           

Total                                       158 

Remember….  If anyone has a short story,  

or announcement for an upcoming event 
please submit it to me so I can publish it. 

My Contact Information: 

E-mail—editor@shadowriders-stl.com               
                jvoelker@sbcglobal.net 

You can now re-print or re-read your Shadow Riders Newsletters. 
 
1. From your Internet Browser type the following: 
        www.shadowriders-stl.com 
 
2.   Click on the Menu Bar on the right side of the Web page titled 
      ShadowWriter. Please enter the following: 
              User Name: sunday 
              Password: oldorchard 
 
3. Here are links to Archived Editions of the Monthly Shadow Rid-

ers Newsletter. 
 
4. (Adobe's FREE PDF reader or equivalent is required to use these 

files). 
 
5. Just click on the issue you want and let it load. 
 
6.   When Adobe Acrobat comes up just save the file to your local        
hard drive. 

Inside this Issue: 

• The Presidents Letter—Front Page 

• Meetings & Rides—Page 2 

• Inside Story—Page 3 

• Inside Story—Page 4 

• Inside Story—Page 5 

• Inside Story—Page 6 

• Runs & Rides—Page 7 

• Event Calendar—Page 8 

• Event Calendar—Page 9 

• Classified Ads—page 10 
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Justice For All; 
 
The American Motorcyclist Association created “Justice for All” to focus the public’s attention on 
inadequate sentencing of drivers who seriously injure or kill motorcyclists, and to push for laws with 
tougher penalties when motorists’ traffic offenses or criminal actions result in death or serious injury. 
 
You’ve heard the story: Former U.S. Rep. Bill Janklow was convicted of second-degree manslaughter for a 
traffic crash that killed a motorcyclist, and then got just 100 days in jail. Think that’s unusual? Think again. 
It’s just one example of what happens in courtrooms all over the country. And Justice for All, through the 
efforts of concerned motorcyclists nationwide, aims to change it. State by state. 
 
If you want justice, you need to get involved. Learn about the AMA’s “Motorcyclists Matter” program, 
which targets one of the leading causes of motorcycle crashes: motorists violating motorcyclists’ right-of-
way. Work with your local AMA Community Council -- or, if there isn't one in your area, organize one. 
And with a Justice for All kit, you can show the world that motorcyclists mean business.  
 
The pursuit of Justice for All won’t end,  
of course, until we get tougher penalties in every state. But this summer, the road to justice will pass 
through Sturgis, South Dakota. And we’ll take our message to motorcyclists, legislators, and citizens 
throughout the Midwest, and to motorcyclists attending the 2004 Sturgis Rally. 

                Twin City HondaTwin City Honda  
 
Introducing the all-new Shadow Aero. Inspired by both the Shadow A.C.E. 750 Deluxe and Shadow Spirit 
750, this classic machine features incomparable retro styling, shaft drive, a low, 26" seat height, and best of 
all, full-sized looks and performance—without the full-sized price.   
 
 

 

 

Twin City Honda 
1539 Commercial Blvd. 
Festus, Missouri  63028 
(636) 937-8164 
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An Old Dog and New Tricks; 
By Jo-Ann L. of California 
 
It was February 13, 1994. I had just arrived home from work, kicked off my heels and put my briefcase down when 
my husband, Dean, came rushing in from the garage. "Honey, guess what I got for you today", he said. Since the next 
day was Valentine's Day, I pictured a nice piece of jewelry. "What?" I asked. As proud as a kid, he replied, "Your 
own bike – a Harley® Sporty!" I was flustered. With disbelief and fear, my voice rose to a shrill, and I responded 
with, "WHAT?! A bike of my own? Did I ever ask for one? NO! Did I ever even suggest that I might want one? NO! 
Why are you getting me a bike now? I'm almost 51 years old! I'd rather stay on the back of yours". (I wasn't afraid of 
motorcycles. I'd been on the back of one for almost 20 years. In fact, I had so enjoyed being the passenger with no 
responsibilities and a great view that I never gave much thought to riding on my own.) After my initial shock, he took 
me to the garage. There sat a pretty cherry red Sportster® in mint condition. Dean explained that, although it was a 
used bike, it was in great condition and cost the right price. He told me to give it a try or he'd give it to his son – a 
definite challenge. So, I sat on it. I looked cute. And in the garage, I felt safe. But I told him I couldn't ride it because 
my feet weren't touching the ground. This didn't stop him. He brought it to a mechanic for a check-up, a little extra 
chrome, and to be lowered. By March, it was back in the garage. Then I told him that I couldn't ride before I took the 
safety course and couldn't get in until late April. Yep, I was still safe. 
 
So, now you assume I took the course and loved it. WRONG. I was one of only two beginners in the class, and al-
though I did great with the class work, I was a disaster during the real ride time. Although the instructor was clear 
about how to downshift with the left hand and foot and then brake with the right hand and foot before stopping, he 
forgot to tell us to put our feet down before completing the stop. The other "new rider" figured it out, but I was too 
afraid and just kept falling over every time I tried to stop. At one point, the instructor even told me I could quit if I 
couldn't get it. Another challenge! We'd paid for this class, so I wasn't about to quit. When I arrived home that night, 
Dean greeted me with anticipation. Sadly, I just cried, telling him that I was the dummy everyone was laughing about 
over dinner. The next day I returned. The instructor looked at me and said he was surprised to see me. I just choked 
back the tears, afraid I'd cry again if I told him off. Anyway, I got on the bike. The first lesson was stopping and re-
membering to put your feet down, making the rest of the day a breeze. I even had a little fun. I passed the class, went 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles, and by the beginning of May had my motorcycle license. But that didn't mean I 
was going to ride on any real roads. Nope. I would only ride in the school parking lot. So, from May to January, I 
racked up a total of 50 miles on that license. Well, Dean wasn't going to give up. He suggested we join the local H.O.
G.® chapter. From the back of his bike on the first run, I saw three or four women smaller than me riding big bikes 
and looking mighty confident. This encouraged me, and I finally agreed to ride on the road with Dean on his bike and 
me on mine. To my surprise, I found that it was easier to ride the roads than to make all those tight turns in the park-
ing lots! Each ride was a little longer, but I always had "white knuckles" and sighed with relief at the end of the day. 
Last spring, we went on more H.O.G. rides, but even with all the support from the H.O.G. members, I wouldn't ride 
my bike on club functions. Eventually, one brave woman called and invited us out for a day's ride with two other cou-
ples – each on our own bikes. I was amazed. The day was great! We had a good time, and no one laughed at me. 
Eventually, so many members of H.O.G. encouraged me to bring my bike on a club ride that I knew it was time. I felt 
that they were on my side and wouldn't laugh or get mad if I did something dumb. One success led to the next and the 
next. I even went on some of those tight-turn mountain rides. Everyone was so encouraging, and I began to realize 
that, not only was I getting to be a decent rider, but I WAS HAVING FUN. 
Now, over a year of riding and lots of miles later, I no longer feel afraid. I'm proud of my abilities and am compli-
mented on my riding more than I ever could have anticipated. Dean recently bought me a 1200 Sportster®, and I put 
on 500 miles the first weekend! I'm getting close to my 53rd birthday and now know: You can teach an old dog new 
tricks, and she may even love it! 
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Going Solo; 
By Richard P. of New Jersey 
 
It all started back in 1987 when I informed Jean, my wife of eight years, that I was going to buy a Sportster®. Her reply, having never ridden on a 
motorcycle in her life, was "don't come home without two bikes, because if someone is going to ride on the back it will be you". 
Well, I did buy two Sportsters, and Jean progressed quickly from her Hugger® to a Low Rider® and then to an Electra Glide® before deciding she 
really wanted a Heritage Softail®. Had I created a monster? Not from my perspective – together we have taken trips to Sturgis and Alaska, as well 
as numerous Fly & Ride™ adventures to California and Germany – I couldn't ask for a better riding companion. 
Earlier this year, we had talked about riding our bikes out to Wyoming in late July to attend an annual pistol and rifle shoot. I mentioned that it 
might be great if we could include a stop at the Sturgis Rally and Races on our trip. Jean agreed, and in her mind she was already on the bike. But 
due to a little thing called work, I realized I couldn't swing the Wyoming part of the trip and told Jean that we wouldn't be able to go. Her reply was 
"You mean you can't go, I can". We operate a family business with our daughter and son. She let me know her end of the business was under con-
trol. After some discussion, we agreed that my part was to get her bike ready for the trip. Jean promised to call me every night by 8PM and not to 
ride at night. We planned her route from New Jersey to Sturgis with a stop at Crazy Horse Monument, a place we both enjoyed visiting 10 years 
earlier. 
When Jean called the first night of her trip, she asked me to guess how far she had gone, and I said, "400 miles". She was quick to let me know she 
was in Indiana and had logged nearly 700 miles! She continued her trek westward stopping for a half day at Crazy Horse and also in Wyoming to 
have her bike serviced. She covered 2,200 miles in four days. She called me five days later to say she was on her way home. I planned to see her in 
four days; she arrived home in three. She even stopped in Sturgis on the way and bought me a T-shirt. 
Once home, she recounted her trip and told me how much more fun it would've been if I had been along. We pulled out our photo album from our 
1990 Sturgis trip and reminisced. I wished aloud that we could go again. That's all I had to say. Jean had been home less than four days and was 
ready to hit the road again! But the next day, Jean got notice that our bookkeeper was leaving the company. She said we might have to adjust our 
travel plans. I thought back and told her that if she could make it, I was leaving at 4PM on August 6 as planned. Our daughter assured us that she 
had the office covered, and my wife and I rolled out on our Harleys® right on time. 
I must confess that I've never logged more than 650 miles in one day. One day, when we  
hadn't put on more than 200 miles before Noon, Jean informed me that on her trip she had always logged at least 300 miles before Noon. Needless 
to say, we rode late that night. 
We made Rapid City, South Dakota by Wednesday morning. Both bikes needed service, and mine needed new tires, so we spent the day at the 
local dealership, pleased by the organization and pleasantness of its staff. We headed to Sturgis the next morning, prepared to encounter hundreds 
of thousands of people, long lines, and delays en route. But we rode right into Sturgis without a hitch – it wasn't nearly as crowded as we had ex-
pected, and the next four days were fantastic! 
On our way home, we stopped in Kansas to visit a friend; then continued east to Columbus, Ohio; and then north to Route 6 across Pennsylvania. 
We figured Jean had logged more than 8,000 miles in 16 days of riding within 30 days. 
I owe a lot to Jean for reminding me that life is short, and I'm glad we take the time to enjoy motorcycling together. For the guys who are asking 
the question, sorry, the answer is, "no", Jean doesn't have a sister. 
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WIDMAN MOTORCYCLE SALES 
3628 S. Broadway 
St. Louis, MO.  63118-4096 
 
 

Tuesday thru Friday: 9:00am—6:00pm 
Saturday: 9:00am—4:00pm 
 
 

TEL (800) 404-6880 or (314) 771-4100 
FAX (314) 771-5674 
 
E-MAIL sales@widman-stl.com 
WWW   www.widman-stl.com 

 

Why am I a ShadowRider?  
By Ryugen Fisher 
 
The other day, I heard one of our members say, “This club sure isn’t what it used to be..” and that got me to 
thinking. Of course they were correct. The club IS different. Some of the people I looked up to when I first 
joined are not with us anymore: Norm hasn’t been seen much since his wreck, Larry moved to Jefferson 
City, John when to California. To me they helped set the tone of what my expectations were. In those days 
we kept track of who showed up for the rides. I’m still not sure why, but we did. Some things haven’t 
changed, Kevin and Peggy and Cliff are still there, still full of fun and opinions, not necessarily in that order 
but they are bikers, not socialites, same as me.  
 
The goals of the club have been emphasized this way and that way and probably the other way, too. What 
we have left is that we enjoy riding together - and helping the MOD Bikers’ For Babies charity. Not all of 
us, and not all the time to be sure. It is a fact of life that everything changes. People move, or die, or quit 
biking. Strangely enough, people also arrive, people new to biking see our flyers and check us out, some 
join. 
 
Yep, the club isn’t what is used to be, and it isn’t what it will become either. You can’t stop change but you 
can influence the results.  In fact, you can’t NOT influence the results. All of us are part of the story and 
each of us gets to choose WHAT part that is. My goal as a Shadow Rider is to ride safely with my friends, 
to ride often, and to have some new guy or gal get the same feeling of family I got when some of the old 
guys started to remember me and make me feel welcome on Sunday mornings.    
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June is Lane Courtesy Month  
Ken Freund 
Rider Report  
Wednesday June 2, 2004 
 
The National Motorists Association (NMA) has designated June as Lane Courtesy Month with the slogan 
"Do The RIGHT Thing!" Lane Courtesy, also called Lane Discipline, has a powerful influence on highway 
safety, traffic flow, and congestion. Arguably, its effect is more important than speed limits, traffic enforce-
ment, or any other attempt to control driver behavior. Lane Courtesy is desperately needed on our roads. 
Ask almost any motorist what most raises their ire when using major highways and the answer will be 
"failure of slower traffic to keep right or yield to the right when faster traffic approaches."  
 
 

 

                                 4011 Forest Park Boulevard 
                        St. Louis, Missouri  63108 
                        314-531-4010 
                        800-999-1269 
 

BMW Motorrad/Kawasaki/Aprilia of St. Louis.  

Owners, Fred and Diane Pueschel would like to welcome 
you to Prestige Motor  Sports.  

(formally  BMW Motorrad/Kawasaki/Aprilia of St. Louis). 

Planned Helmet Days for raising 
funds for Bikers for Babies are: 
 
June 26 
July 17 
September 4, and 25  

Don’t forget the SRC AMA 
Sponsored Marble run. Satur-
day, June 19, at French Quar-
ter. Sign-in from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. 

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation has 
motorcycle safety classes at two loca-
tions within our local area. 
For your reference and convenience, here 
are their telephone numbers: 
 
Forest Park College: 314-644-9175 
Jefferson College:   636-797-3000 
 
Ride Safe. 
Ira Steuer 
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June 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

Fort De Char-
tres 

7 8 
 

7:00pm—
8:00pm: 

Safety/Road 
Captains  Meet-

ing 

9 
 

7:00pm-8:30pm: 
SRC Board 

Meeting 

10 11 12 

13 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

Gypsy Tour 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

10:00am - 
4:00pm: 

SRC AMA Mar-
ble Run 

20 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

Hardin, Il Ride 

21 22 
 

7:00pm-8:15pm: 
General Mem-

bership Meeting 

23 24 25 26 

27 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

Maryland 
Heights Mo-

torama 

28 29 30    
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July 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 
Jefferson 
County 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

St. Libory, Il 

12 13 
 
 

14 
 

7:00pm-8:30pm: 
SRC Board 

Meeting 

15 16 17 

18 
 

10:00am - 
5:00pm: 

Dream Weav-
ers Poker Run 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 

10:00am - 
3:00pm: 

Weingarten 
Picnic 

26 27 
 

7:00pm-8:15pm: 
General Mem-

bership Meeting 

28 29 30 31 



For Sale: 
 
Powder Coating System  
all you need is a small air tank, includes all tips 
and hookups 
$100.00 
 
Call  Randy Tallant at (636)-677-1005 

For Sale: 
 

1981 HONDA SILVERWING INTERSTATE 
WATER COOLED, SHAFT DRIVE 
ADJUSTABLE AIR SUSPENSION 
DUAL FRONT DISC BRAKES 
FAIRING, HARD BAGS AND TRUNK 
31,XXX ADULT DRIVEN MILES 
$1,800 
                                        

Call Rich Bayers 
 
DAY—314-965-5155 
EVENING—636-527-2157 

Page 10 The Shadow Writer Classified Ads 

 
 
 

 

For Sale: 
 
I have a 2003 Honda Shadow 750 Spirit. I paid $6000 
for it brand new. I currently have about 4000 miles on 
the bike. I put new pipes, jet kit, permanent air cleaner 
and use synthetic fluids--for a cost af about $2000. 
With all that being said, it now rides more like a 1000 
cc's with all I have done to it. I recently purchased a 
Harley Heritage Softail and am not interested in keep-
ing the Honda. I would like approx. $6000-6500 for it. .  
 
Call Steven Rouse at: 314-378-3021 
E-mail: srouse@alservices.com 

For Sale: 
 
1. large BMW patch $10.00  
1. large jacket with BMW imbossed on the back 
of this demium jacket.  
1. set of new pipes for a vulcan1500E calassic 
model $75.00.  
1. Vulcan 1500 seat $125.00 new.  
 
 
Call Frank Muriel at: 314-838-7886 



                                 Greater St. Louis’ Largest Motorcycle Dealer 

ATTN: All 
 
For those of you that are interested in the ERC class there is still 
plenty of spaces left in the class.  The date of the class is Saturday, 
July 10.  If you are interested call Jackie Landau at Forest Park 
Community College in the continuing education office.  Her number is 
644-9171.  It is very important that you talk to her.  She is the only 
person in the continuing education office that is aware that this class 
is scheduled.   
Also, if you have already sent in your application or are getting ready 
to.  Jackie will not be processing your application until it is close to 
July 10.  So don’t expect your checks to clear until at least the first 
part of July.  
 
Dennis Meade 
Safety Officer       
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          4103 Humbert Road 
                  Alton, Ill.  62002 
                       888-695-4740 
          www.tedsmotorcycleworld.com 

                           *Shadow Riders Club Members Receive Special Discounts* 
                    Authorized Harley Davidson, Honda, and Buell Dealer 

                                                                               Factory Trained Full Service Department 
                       Factory & Aftermarket Parts and Accessories 
                     Great Selection – Great Atmosphere – Great People         

                                                                  

                                                                                       WE ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 



Board of Directors 
Nita Fisher                                                                             President                                       636-257-2238 

Randy Tallant                                                                       Vice President                              636-677-1005 

Cathy Eidson                                                                         Secretary                                       314-426-7460 

Stewart Marolf                                                                      Treasurer                                      314-412-1051 

Dennis Meade                                                                       Safety Officer                                314-845-9646 
 

Coordination Team 
Erin O’Donnell                                                                     Membership                                 314-293-0404 

Jerry Voelker                                                                         Newsletter                                    636-349-6681 

Ryugen Fisher                                                                       Web Master/E-Mail                     636-257-2238 

Ira Steuer                                                                                Saturday Night Out                      314-838-7400 

Ryugen Fisher                                                                       Club Ambassador                       636-257-2238 

Marklyn Cobb                                                                       Merchandise                                636-926-2261 

Shadow Riders Club of St. Louis, Inc. 
3149 Crystal Lake Dr. 
St. Louis, Missouri  63129 
 

 

Please send address changes       
to the above address 

             

            HOTLINE 
       636-477-9976 ext.772 
www.shadowriders-stl.com 

            JUNE  2004 

 


